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Somehow, it’s already mid September and as most of us return from some scheduled time off, its now time for many to adjust back into full Fall schedules. For me here at the college that continues in Graphic Services as part of the Camosun Printshop where I have worked for nearly 15 years. 

Over the past year as your Communications Officer I have continued to work on updating our branding and to refine my overall communications skillset into directions where I still have much to learn. Day to day this can involve crafting emails, social media posts, & updates to our 2081 webpage to help spread information to our membership in a timely and effective manner. Bigger picture there are always a few larger projects in the works, often done in conjunction with others in our executive group where I work to offer ongoing support.

One of my recent favourites has been developing typography and graphics with Hannah Christo for our annual pride celebrations. These translated as effective messaging on garments and temporary tattoos that were distributed throughout the membership and of course featured heavily in our 2081’s pride parade look. 

Being able to attend the CUPE BC conference in Vancouver earlier this year was another highlight. It’s always informative and inspirational to connect with peers from around the province, and this year in particular as the labour movement moves back into the media spotlight with recent job action involving Air Canada and BCGEU. Seeing how other locals market and communicate their messaging helps refine what I can do, and builds connections for future growth in those areas.      

This fall I am looking forward to getting Pressure Point, our local’s dormant newsletter with a long history of support and advocacy for our membership, back up and running. We have so much history to build off and having had experience working in print and digital media prior to my time at Camosun, moving this publication forward in a new and contemporary way is a real priority for me. 

As always, it’s the people that we work closely with that make the difference and set the tone - and working with so many others on your executive that are committed to, and engaged in helping others has been an absolute pleasure. Moving forward its going to be a busy and at times challenging path we’ll be walking given the ongoing challenges to post secondary, but I’m confident in the experience and enthusiasm we all have working for us and I’m excited to be a part of it. 


In Solidarity,
Sean McLaughlin
Communications Officer, CUPE Local 2081
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