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It has been a busy six months since I was first elected as the Health and Safety Coordinator. For those who do not know me, I am the Senior Laboratory Technologist in the Chemistry Department and have been with the College for four years.

These past six months have been both exciting and challenging. It has been incredibly rewarding to give back to the CUPE community by serving as a CUPE representative on the Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee (JOHSC), voicing member concerns to management, and advocating for a safer workplace. I have also had the opportunity to participate as a member of the Labour Management Committee.

Much of my focus has been on advocating for proper training, oversight, and resources. I have supported members through Unsafe Work Refusals and consistently encouraged management to recognize and uphold their responsibility for employee safety. While there is still much work to be done to make Camosun a truly safe and healthy workplace, I remain hopeful and committed to pushing for the improvements our members deserve.

My goal this year is to continue fostering a strong safety culture within the CUPE community, where members feel safe, supported, and empowered to voice their health and safety concerns. Speaking up for yourself and your coworkers, and refusing unsafe work, when necessary, can be difficult, especially given the current climate at Camosun College. Your Union Executive team recognizes this and is here to support you. I encourage anyone to reach out to me or to CUPE 2081 with any questions or concerns.

I would also like to thank the Executive team and the CUPE membership for their ongoing support as I have settled into this role, and for the opportunity to attend the CUPE BC Convention last May, along with several health and safety training courses.

I look forward to another academic year of collaboration and advocacy as we work toward a safer workplace for everyone.

In Solidarity,
Kylie Schuster
Health and Safety Coordinator, CUPE Local 2081
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