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It has been a fulfilling and rewarding first year serving as the CUPE Health and Safety Coordinator. This role has brought many new responsibilities, challenges, and meaningful opportunities to grow and support our membership.

Over the past year, I have been proud to represent our union on the Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee, as well as the Labour Management, Contracting Out, and Layoff Committees. I am also grateful for the opportunity to provide stewardship and support to members when needed.

Highlights from this year include:
· Attending the CUPE BC Convention in May 2025
· Incident Investigation training through BCFED
· Improving Committee Effectiveness training through BCFED
· Mental Health First Aid Training through BCFED
This past year, the leading accident type at Camosun was falls from the same level, followed by struck against incidents. The most common injury types were bruises and contusions, followed by strains.
As we enter another year of uncertainty, including budget concerns, Labour Adjustment “Strategies”, and increasing workloads and workforce pressures. Please remember that your health and safety matter: physically, mentally and emotionally. Take your breaks, ask for training, request safe work procedures and refuse unsafe work. Going home safe is more important than completing any project, meeting a deadline or performing any task that puts you at risk. 

It is my intention to seek re-election and continue in this role and to remain committed to promoting safe workplaces, protecting member rights, and advocating strongly on behalf of our membership.

Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 

In Solidarity,
Kylie Schuster
Health and Safety Coordinator, CUPE Local 2081
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